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DEDICATION, 


"I 


T0 T3 


Rev. Ma FARRER, 


- 


— 


itton-le- Mar. 


Rev. Sir, 
W 


Every author introduces his 
work into the world either by a 
Dedication to the pulls in gene- 


ral, or to ſome . perſon. ;— 


Men poſſeſſed of birth, of ho- 


8 nours, 


3 Deidicativn. 
nours, or of riches, are generally 
the patrons choſen upon this oc- 
eafion'; and the venal author 


SD, 


pours out his ſoothing flattery, 


in A of a his pecu- 


l In ſefting 3 you, Sir, for my 
| Meczenas, 1 eden none of theſe; 
ur 1 I chuſe a Nlan who has 
| honoured me with the kindeſt 
friend- 


* 


Dedication, 
friendihip, and whoſe admoni- 

tions I have enjoyed from a very 
_early ceriod of my youth. As 
the Jews offered up the. firſt 
fruits of their produce to Him 


by whoſe means they enjoyed 


mem. —ſo I dedicate this little 


piece to You, as the firſt e | 
of thoſe inſtructions you have 
beſtowed upon me, and as. a 


ſmall proof of that gratitude my 
heart ſhall ever retain for the 


1 | 
| Man to whom I owe. my edu- 


eation. 


AND here, Sir, in this public 


32 manner, let me return you my 


| 8 ſiacereſt thanks for the atten- 
TH | tions you have paid me, —and 
alſo aſſure you of the high ſenſe 
33 ? : L have of your goodneſs, in per- 


„ 


mitting 


Dedication: vñ 
mitting me to place your name 
at the head of theſe pages, as 


their protector in the world. 


1 
6 5 


I am, 
Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt reſpectful, 


And humble Servant, 


The Aur non. 
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=] CONTINUED travelling 
through che laby rinth in which 
1 was. involved, without the leaſt 
hope. of extricating myſelf; py at, 
a * 


ES - 
length I reached one of the moſt 
ſequeſtred places, the inagianion 
of a Poet ever deſeribed: Not 
a- human creature had 1 ſeen 
fince I entered the wood. : 1 had 
hitherto indeed been guided by a 
well trodden path, but now even 
that 4irolion was taken from me: 
I locked all round the thicket in 
hopes of finding ſome outlet, but 


for a long time without ſucceſs. 


At length however I eſpied an 
ſcarce 


opening, ſo very ſmall I 


. 
ſcarce ſqueee through it. I now 


found myſelf in a ſort of amphi- 
theatre ſurrounded by trees. 1 
caſt my eyes all round the plain, 
but gueſs my aſtoniſhment! At 
ſeeing a man, weeping over a little 
hillock in the form of a grave; 
ſo unexpected a fight deprived me 
for ſome moments of all the facul- 


ties of motion. 

"The mourner ſeemed to be a- 
bout ſix and twenty; he was dreſ- 
ſed in a plain frock, his hair hung 


- „ | 


negli« 


WES 
negligently about his ſhoulders; 
ſave where it was gathered toge- 
ther by a ribband tied looſely a- 
bout it; one might ſee by his air 
be was foaliething above the com 
mon rank: grief was ſtrongly 


— in-bis countenance, i 
preſſive 3 and his tour enſemble, was | 


what moſt people would reckon ö 


handſome ; Never will the impreſ- 
ſion which his appearance made 
upon my mind (in the attitude he 


E 1 

waz in) be worn out! He was 
kneeling upon one knee bend- 
ing over the grave; his hands 


were claſped together, and his 
eyes were fixed in all the elo- 
quence of grief upon à picture 
which was laid at the head of | 
the tomb. be remained in this 

| poſture for ſome moments, then 
raiſing his ſtreaming eyes to 
Heaven,—Oh, Elvira! faid he, 
thou dear departed ſhade, if it 
be permitted the pure ſpirits, that 


in- 
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£67 
inhabit thoſe regions of bliſs, to 
behold us mortals; look down upon, 
and pity the affliQtions of thy un- 
happy Ferdinand! He would have 
proceeded, but a noiſe I made in 
moving alarmed him, he ſtarted up 


Ibabthle bd e mate Mn 


bow full of reſpect and compal- 


| Gon—T meant it as an apology for 
my intruſion—T wiſhed it to ex- 
| preſs that it was chance, þ not 
curioſity had cauſed me to break 


in upon his retirement; when 1 
had 


E 21 
had made him this acknowledges 
ment, I would have retreated, yet 
I muſt own n for though 
eurioſity had not brought me there, 


I found that it exerted all its powers 
to detain me, yet politeneſs joined 
to that reſpe& which is ever due to 
the afflicted, would not have ſuf- 
fered me to have ſtayed, had nat the 
ſtranger himſelf, beckoned me to 
come to him. 


He advanced half-way to meet 
me; Thou art the firſt human be- 


ing 


7 3 
ing (aid he, as he gave me his 
hand) ſave that of a dear friend / 
whoſe face I have ſeen ſince my 


ſorrows cauſed me to become an 
inhabitant of this receſs. I am 
convinced that nothing but acci- 
dent could have brought you to a 
place ſo concealed from the re- 
ſearches of manz- your ſudden ap- 
pearance, I oun, ſtartled me at firſt, 
but recollecting myſelf, I thought 
you might be ſome benighted tra- 


veller, who miſſing the right road 


_- 


. chrough 


L $ ] 
. through the wood, had wandered he 


knew not whither; your politeneſs 
in retiring confirmed me in this 


opinion. I now come to offer you 


ſuch refreſhment: as my grot can 
affordg-though I have deſerted the 
world, I have not diveſted myſelf of 
all feeling for my fellow · ereatures, 
nor yet put on that ſeverity which 
diſtinguiſhes the . Miſanthropiſt ;— 
no, no, my heart has been too 
teuderiy wounded: and too lately: 
made to bleed, to be grown already 
— d - A 


t 1 

The man of the grove here ler 

off ſpeaking ; and conducted ai 

to his cell, which was at fome yards 

diſtance 2 ſtruek through the 

Trees which ſurrounded the little 
place we were in, - was ſur- 
priſed to find myfelf on the brink 
of a precipice, at the bottom 
of which run a ſmall Rivulet; 
we deſcended down a narrow path | 
which led to the Hermit's habita- 
lion; it was 2 hollow in the 
rock formed by nature, and di- 
vided 


— 1 , 


N Guy Who NA rr 


1 
vided into two apartments; the 


outer one was brought forward 


from the rock, and ſhaded by the 
doughs of trees; at the further 


end of the inner one was a well, 


or rather a ſmall run of water, 


which dropt from the top part of the 


rock, into a ſort of reſervoir, out 
of which it glided imperceptibly 
under the cave, and then fell into 
the rivulet. 


The moment I entered it, its 
gloom ſtruck melancholy to my 


heart 


DEP tf 


7 


bo} 

heart, every ſtep we took ſent ſorth 
a hollow echo. The firſt apart- 
ment was furniſhed, but the ſecond 
was entirely bare, ſaving a table 
of ſtone, and a ſeat of 1 ſame 


_ overgrown - with 5 ſmall 


lamp caſt a dim light through this 
dreary place, a thouſand times 


Fo more awful than darkneſs itſelf 3 


A book was ſpread upon the table, 
and implements for writing ſet -be- 


ide it, but what moſt ſurprized me 


Was a brace of piſtols, hung di- 


A. 


. 


r 


fa,, l et 
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rectly before the table: this place the 
ſtranger afterwards told me was pe« 
cullarly ſacred to his miſeries. My 
guide welcomed me to this manſion 
of ſotrowv ; hexe, Laid he, you may 
at leaſt reſt your limbs, and if you 
are hungry enough to partake of 
a ſimple meal, it will be ready in 
a moment. I bowed aſſent to his 
propoſal, and expreſſed my grati- 
tude in the warmeſt manner for 
the confidence with which he had 


honoured me. 


8 
7 


During 
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During our repaſt I could not 
help teſtifying my ſurprize, that 
a young gentleman ſo accompliſhed 
(as he ſeemed to be) ſhould thug 
abdicate the world at fo early an 
age. Your admiration, replyed 
he, is very natural, but when you 
have heard my ſtory, you will ceaſe 
to wonder, though I make no doubt 
but chat however you may pity 
me, you will, like that friend 
(of whom 1 ſpoke before) blame 
wy reſolutions, and like him per- 


113 1 
fuade' me again to join a world, 


which I believe I have quitted for 
ever, what changes time may pro- 
duce I cannot ſay; at preſent, tis 


in vain to urge me; but not to de- 


tain your attention too long I will 
proceed to the recital of thoſe un- 
happy cauſes which have brought 


My Father was a younger bro- 
ther of one of the nobleſt families 
in Languedoc, and firſt couſin to 
the Duke d' Lr; like other 


young- 


younger children his fortune was 
but ſmall, till encreaſed by the 
death of an old relation: ill it 
remained only moderate, eſpecial. 

0 lise as he did in all the 


gaieties of a court like that of Ver- 
ſailles. My mother I never knew, 
for ſome family reaſons, ſhe was 
privately married to my father, I 
vas the fruit of that union, and the 
ſame hour that gave me birth, de- 
prived her of life. Afflicted for 
her loſs, Monſieur de B— (for that 


: 4 . ! | : 18 
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my father's name) retired to his 
eſtate, and laviſhed all his time and 
attention on my education. 
When I had attained my eigh- 
teenth year, I was preſented with 
a pair of colours in the regiment of 
nn commanded by Monſieur 
& Andely. My duty now called 
me to the field: I burnt with all 
the impatience of youth to ſigna- 

lize myſelf in ſome military at- 
cdievement.—I took leave of 111 

father, —the tears that aſſection 


„ claimed 


Fg 
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claimed were almoſt ſtiſled with 
the thoughts of the glory 1 withed 
wi to attain: my young heart beat 
| j b 5 high.—I loved my King; 1 loved 
1 my Country; and I regarded my 
zun honour as highly as 1 did 
thefe,— 
7 Joſt coine from peruſing the 
| lives of Heroes, I had implanted 
the ſentiments of a Cæſar, a Scipio, 
or a Brutus in my own breaſt ; my 
ſoul revolted at the thoughts of 
ſubmiſſion, and 1 trembled at the 
Ls bore 


T1 
bare poſhbility of being thought 2 
eoward.Monſieur d' B too, in 
his lat adieus bid me remember 
my family, bid me think of the 
blood from which I was ſprung, 
natainged as yet with diſhonour.: 


my dear boy, laid he, to me, as 


| he embraced me; Heaven only 


can tell whether or no I ſhall ever 
ſee you again: Heaven too is my 
witqels, bow tenderly I regard you; 
both, ſor your own fake and the 
memory of your departed mother, 


vet 
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yet I part with you to your King, 
I ſpare you to your Country :— 
his majeſty has given you a com- 
miſſion, let me find you worthy of 


it ; when theſe arms again enfold 


- You, let them claſp one coyered | 


with honour, or do thou ſhrink 5 


from their embrace for ever; yes 
my ſon, dearly as I love you I had 
rather weep over your bleeding 


corpſe, than lament your degene 


rate baſeneſs. Never, never, in- 


terrupted I, will I give you cauſe 


for 


n 
for ſhame; ere 1 part with this 
(laying my hand upon .a Sword 
which he had given me) I will part 


with life — Adieu, then my father! 
— Adieu, then my ſon! may the 
Almighty protect you in the day of 
battle! — He turned from me to 
hide his emotion, and I raſhed from 
his preſence. ©. 

A few days brought me to the 
camp at St Roch; I immediately 
waited on the Genaral with my 
credentials, and a letter of intro- 


duction, 


[ as J 
du8ion from the Due de 1—, 
whoſe intimate friend he was. Hig 
excellency received me kindly; 
he received me as the relation of 
his dear friend, and was pleaſed 
to expreſs his approbation. of 
my appearance, in the warmeſt 
terms. He introduced me to all 
dhe nobleſſe in the camp, both 
French and Spaniſh; I had the 
honour to be of all his parties ; 1 
was admitted to all his petit ſoupres ; 
the converſation. here had nothing 


WS 

in it trifling ; it was ſuch as I wiſh. 
ed; it was of war, it was of glory, 
it was of nobleneſs of ſentiment: 
ny mind was all in 2 glow, 1 
breathed nothing but heroiſm, my 
duty engroſſed my whole thoughts, 


I remained untainted by the vices, 
which generally prevail in Camps, 
and unfeduced by any pleaſures. — 
My father's laſt words were con- 
Dantly in my memory, I was de- 

termined he ſhould find me his ſon 


Whenever I had an opportunity to 
| few 


A 
ſhew it.—1 mall not trouble you 
wich an account of the ſiege; ſuſ- 
fice it to fay, that during the time, 
through the intereſt of my family 
I was promoted to the rank of a 
Lieutenant Colonel. 
To ſpeak of my own merits might 
be deemed vanity : - though I bare 
been flattered, that it was my com- 
duct as well as Fay birth, that pro- 
cured me ſo rapid an advancement : 
to which of theſe reaſons it may be 


moſtly attributed, I leave to thoſe 


to 


L 1 
20 thoſe to determine who were 
my fellow-ſoldiers at the time, and 
vitneſſes of every thing that paſſed. 
The morning of my laſt promo- 
' tion had been reſolved on for a ge- 
neral aſſault both by land and water, 
it was on that day we hanged the 
bigheſl expectations from our float- 
ing batteries, I need not tell you 
how we were deceived you muſt 
undoubtedly know the event. Du. 
ring the attack, a party of the be. 
ſieged made a ſally ; the regiment, 


5 E in 


+.» 
. 
1 ' 


i 

in which I was, oppoſed them; 
both ſides ſought with the greateſt 
fury, it was my fate to encounter 
a young Engliſh officer about my 


own age; in the heat of our con- 


5 5 fy weſt, he perceived not, that his 
| party were retreating, and him- 
ſelf left in the midſt of his enemies; 
e had mumally given each other 
a wound, his «bled faſt, I thought 
I faw him grow languid ; he was 
now attacked on every fide, it was. 
in vain to refiſt ; with a look fult 

| of 


e 
of haughtineſs and contempt at 
his freh aſſailants, he delivered 
me his ſword—you have conquer 
ed Sir, ſaid he; and immediately 
fainted at my feet; I thought him 
dead—the thought alarmed me— 
- I felt that my heart conceived a 
friendſhip for him, his gallantry 
had won me; his ſoul ſeemed con- 
genial with my own—T inſtantly 
gave orders to convey him to my 
tent; the moſt fkilful ſurgeons in the 
camp wers ſent for, they examined 


his 


1 


L 28 1 
his wound, and found it hazard. 
ous ; night and day I attended, 


him, till he was pronounced out of 
danger: he was grateful, he return- 
ed my tenderneſs—Often would 
he ſay to me, my dear Chevalier, | 


the plealure I receive from our 


connexion more than overpays me 


for the loſs of my liberty: I regret 
nothing but the being debarred 
ſerving my Country; if ever you 
mould viſit England-all the family 
of Lord Me—] ſhall join to thank you 


for 


C9 3 

for your kind attention to their 
ſons my filter too ſhall bleſs the 
preſerver of her brother, al. dP B— 
if—here he ſtopped.— If what, re · 
plyed I? . If we could bind our 
friendſhip by the tie of conſangui- 
— nity, how happy ſhould I be; he 
ſqueezed my hand, and his eyes 
ſparkled I aſſured him of the very 
great ſenſe I had of the honour, | 


ſuch a connexion would do me, 
that my heart had as yet been 
a ſtranger to love; but that I knew 


none 


1. 


none fo likely to make an impref. 


fon on it, as the ſiſter of ſuch a 
friend, eſpecially if ſhe poſſeſſed 


thoſe amiable qualities that were 


centered in her brother: we then 
embraced (and romantic as . the 
notion ſeemed) 1 both fondly 
cheriſhed it. 

In this manner we paſſed away 
the time, till my friend was releaſ- 
ed by an exchange of priſoners ; 
—— you may well imagine we did not 
1 part without reluQance, but our 


ſepa» : 


L 3¹ J 


ſeparation was unavoidable : his 


Country demanded him, and' his 
General expected him. 


Not long after thls, the peace 


was coticluded and we returned to 
France. Our regiment was diſ- 


banded, and I ſet off for my father's 


ſeat—I met him at the door, the 


ſword he had given me was ſtill 


by my fide, he ſaw it, and em- 
braced me as his ſon.—l told him 
of the friendſhip I had formed with 
the young Engliſhman ; he approv- 

ed 
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&d of it; and added that ia bis 
youth, be himſelf had been. in · 
timate wich Lord Mm, whoſe 


r acquaintance he had been honoured 


with when in England. | 

| I continued at the villa * 
during the ſummer, at the end 
of that time the only ſon of che 


Doc & Lr died of a deep con- 


ſumption, in which he had lingered 


for ſome time; my ſather canſe- 


quently became heir apparent to 
his titles and eſtates, 


Upon 


C 1 
_ Upon the death of his ſon, we 
received a letter: from the Duke, 


earneſtly entreating my father's 
permiſſion, that I might live with 
him at Paris; as ſome conſolation 
for the loſs he had ſuſtained. — 
Monſieur. de 3— (who had ever 
entertained the higheſt reſpect for 
his noble relation) immediacely 
gave his conſent, and I ſet out for 
court, as ſoon as my equipage could 
be got ready. 
My journey was pleaſant ; and 
F 


he is now, no more! you muſt ſup- 


34 1 
Farrived at his prace's hotel in the 


evening—1 | found him alone, and 
nn deep mourning—my reception 


was as kind, as 1 could wiſh; he 


conducted me to the apartments 
which had been occupied by his 


ſon:—his tears flowed faſt as be 
put me in poſſeſſion of them; theſe, | 


"aid he, embracing me, belonged 


to one whom I dearly loved: 


ply his place in my breaſt ; you 


Vin in all likelihood, inherit my 


for- 


1 35 I 

fortune: your father and I in the 
courſe of nature will. drop before 
wu; it is fit you ſhould. be intro- 
duced: at court, and ſhine as heir 
to the title of L—e!_ | 
Full of gratitude for his kind- 
neſs, I aſſured him it ſhould be my 
| Rudy to make him forget the loſs 
of his ſon; that my heart would 
know no difference between him, 
and Monſieur de B—, they ſhould 
both ſhare alike in my. affeQions 
and my duty. | 

4 After 


CEA 
After a light ſupper, the Duke 
left me to my repoſe. —Ab, Sir! 


from this moment, from my ar- 


rlaival at Paris, I date all my misfor- 


tunes; though I did not indeed 
immediately feel them, it was 
then, their foundation commenced ; 
 educated-as I had been, far from 
the gay world, and under the eye 
of my father; I had grown up, un- 
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it corrupted by the vices of the age: 
1 came to court untainted ; but, a. 
laſs! I too ſoon imbibed its man- 


ES 1 

After being introduced at Ver- 
failles, I quickly eommenced an ac: 
quaintance with the - faſhionable 
world.—But, before I proceed fur. 
ther, I ought here to inform you, 
that (in compliment to the Duke) 
I aſſumed the fir-name of de Lr. 
| Gallantry, and la bagatelle are 
the ſole employment of one-half 
of our young Noblemen—the na- 
tural ſprightlineſs of my diſpoſition, 
made me ſoon give into all the 
leyities of the times, I was a new 


face, 


J 38 1 

face; young, not diſagreeable, and 
of an illuſtrious family—the co. 
quets ogled me—the prudes ad - 
mired. me; and each wiſhed to 
engage me,—not for my own ſake; 
but merely: to gratify her vanity, 
each | endeavoured to bind me in 
Madame de Chauvigny was the 
Girſt, that cauſed thoſe emotions in 
my breaſt, which are diſtinguiſhed 
by the name of Love: for her, my 
| boſom firſt learned to be uneaſy ; 


39 1 

for her, 1 firſt felt thoſe pleaſing 
tormenting ſenſations 1 bad often 
heard of—my pulſe beat irregular, 
when ſhe approached—my tongue 
faultered, when I addreffed her; 


and my heart beat high, 'as the 
moment drew on, in which 1 
expected to ſee her.—Her huſband 
whom the had tenderly loved, loft 
his life at the head of his regiment. 
A prey to grief, Madame de C—y 
for ſome months, ſhut herſelf up 
from the world: at the earneſt 


* 
* 


perſuaſion 


Pd 
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aan of her friends, ſhe again 


made her appearance: amuſemente 
inſenſibly diſüpated her ſorrows: | 

her heart, bad feelings the moft - 

' ſuſceptible ; ſhe found a vacuum in 
it, which nothing but Love could 
fill up; accordingly, ſhe gave way 
to the i g paſſion; he 
doted for the time, but the obje& | 
of her-wiſhes was ſoon changed, — 
Every body admired her ; every- 
body followed ber: and, from the 


lerity of her manners, every body 
oe 5 hoped 


F % 
hoped to gain her; ber beauty. 
her taſte, and her gaiete de cæur, 
ſoon ſet her at the head of the 
ton; ſome few had ſucceeded, 
and at the time I knew her, the 


world bad giren her the credit af 


Jo this; lady I was introduced, 
1 pleaſed her, and the undertook 
to form mez ſhe became my tu- 
torels in the ſyſtems which faſhion 
had adopted :—Eager in imbibing 

ber leſſons, I ſoon made a conſpi- 


9. * — 0 | cuous 


'b4 


a] 5 
cuous figure in che bean monde ; | 


but, alas! I found not, till it was 
£00 late, that I wiſhed for more in 
Madame de C— than merely 2 
preceptreſs: It was impoſſible to 


ſee her every day, without loving ; 
to be every day ather 2 
witneſs of a thouſand charms, with - 


out | defire My -My eyes told her 


how I languiſhed, bag: . the 
faultering accents could leave my 


lips,—her ladyſkip was not inſen- 
fible,—ſhall I relate to you what 
followed ? 


1 is 4 
followed ?—no, ſuffice it to fay, 
the myſteries of intrigue. 


I now commenced a complete 


man of the town, and gave into 
every kind of diffipation; often 
has the morning's dawn found me 
fitting over an evening's debanchee; 
| but this was not all, Madame de 


C's houſe was open to company 
of every ſort, provided their names 


were not unknown in the faſhioti- 
able world; you may be ſure, among 
8 8805 ſo 
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_ - amuſement, from cards, and I had 
always conſidered it as the height 


| iz 
ſo 'promiſcuous a ſet, gambling 
was not prohibited.—My inclina- 
tion had never led me to ſeek, FOR 


of madneſs, to riſk, perhaps half 
my fortune, on the throw of a die ; 


but my fair deſtroyer ſoon brought 


me.to-the tables, by turning that 


notion, as ſhe did every other, that 


coincided not with ber own, into 


| ridicule. | 


Once n. on, I infenGbly 
ruſhed 


EF 
nud into all the horrors of thik 


too common vice; my predilection 
for it grew ſtronger by indulgence, 
and I became a prey to ſharpers,— 
my debts of honour muſt be paid; 


the Duke had already given me 
immenſe ſums, all of which I had 
already aſſigned over to villains, 
to men whom I knew to be villains : 
yet ſo great was my intoxication, 
1 could not for my ſoul avoid 
them ;—hope drew me on, mad- 
neſs- and deſpair continued me.— 


Fry 
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How 
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- How ſeverely, when left to my 
own meditations, did I condemn 
my. conduct! How poignant were 
my refleQions ! I ſighed, I wept, 1 
reſolved, never again to be guilty 
of the ſame errors. But, alas ! my 
innocence was gone; I was no 
| longer that Chevalier de B= who | 
gained ſo much applauſe before 
Gibraltar; I was become a mere 
debauchce, broken in health, and 
broken in fortune.—The thoughts 
of my young Engliſh friend made 


* 
4 | me 
; > * 
LY 
* s 
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ae appear ſtill more deſ picable to 
nyſelf ; I was no longer worthy to 
ſhare his heart; I had loft that no- 
bleneſs which endeared me to him; 
while I was rolling in the the vo- 
luptuous pleaſures of a court, he 
deſpiſing eaſe, was reaping laurels 
in a foreign field ; my conſcience 
goaded wi; I could no longer bear 
my own thoughts, and I flew again 
to company; 1 plunged ſtill deeper 
into vices, to which the misjudg- 
ing world gives the ſoftened name 

h of 


L 4 1. 
of Joibles,—1. tremble now... t0 
think of the dire effects they have 
cauſed,—But perhaps I tire your 


patience, let me A my unhap- 


1 far 0 crimes, tegen oer 
by faſhien, are deſerving . ol. e 


| tender an appellation. "IRE" & 947 


_ While I was in his Sroation, ape 
parently gay in company, and 
tortured by my refleQions when 
alone, an accident happened which 


reſtored me to myſelf; which bent 


a 
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al my paſſions' into one purſuit; 
and which; had it not ended faral- 
ly, would have at laſt totally re- 


claimed me. One evening, re- 
tarning from the Opera Comigue, 

I had the good fortune 'to de of 
ſervice to an Engliſh gentleman, 
who was attacked in the corner of £ 

. ptivate fireet by a couple or vil- 

lains; though too hard for the 
ſtranger alone; they ſoon became 
ew to us dot 


ter our afailants were fied, 
H L 


[ 50 1: | 
[ enquired of the gentleman, if he, 
had received any wound; and was. 
happy to hear him lay, not any, 
ſave a light one in the ſword 


am.—1 inſiſted upon eſcorting . - 
him home, and enquired © of him, 
whether he thought it, the attack 
of a private enemy, or confdered, 


it merely as an attempt of the vil- 
lains to rob him ;—I know not, : 
'replyed he, in what light to take. 
It ; but this I can afſure you, that : 
I have enemies, old as L am: An 

Wy =_ 
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affair of honour has ak me e to 


withdraw hither, a voluntary exile 
from my native country; accom- 
panied by an only daughter, whom 
I love dearer than life ;—to-mor- 
row, Sir, if you will honour me 
with a all; ſhe ſhall thank the pro- | 
teftor of her father : You will know 
me, Sir, by the aſſumed name of 
Mr Bellmour; excuſe me for the 
preſent, if, ' notwithſtanding” the 
ſervices you have rendered me, 1 
conceal from you my real title.— 
YI I 


: 
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I affured — N 
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At 
an 0 t day. 
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' 1 
efore, | 
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5 lodgings lent up 
o to 
L La 


my 


"+I 
uſhered into Mr Belmour's ſtudy : 


—he was there alone, he roſe up 
and. embraced me; after a few 
minutes converſation, he conducted 
me to the breakfaſt · room, and in- 
n FOy Wen IA 
Accuſtomed as I was to ſee almoſt 
daily the greateſt beauties in France 
without emotion, there was ſome- 
thing in Miſs B's appearance, 
which fo irreſiſtibly arreſted my at- 


tention, that I was almoſt altogether 


unable 


( 4] 
unable to pay my compliments to 


her, when ſhe expreſſed her grati 

| rude for the affiſtance I bad offer- A 
| ed her father. 

| During breakfaſt; I had leiſure 


do contemplate her charms—Flyi. ; 


ra (for that was her name) yes, 
Sir, that Ehira who is now no 
more! was (as Sterne ſays of Ma. 
ria) of the firſt order of fine forms: 

Her face; though not regular, N 


was yet, enchantingiy beautiful; ; 


her- eyes were of that inimitable 


—_—_— colour 


N 
colour which adorns the ſky when 
the Heavens are molt ſerene ; her 
pouting lips ſeemed to invite the 
kiſs, which the graceful - modeſty. 
of her looks forbid ; the ſweeteſt 
ſenſibility ſhewn in her expreſſive 


countenance; but, above all, the 


elegance of her manner was moſt 
faſcinating. | | | 
If I now gazed with admiration 

on the beauties of her perſon ; I be- 

| held with no leſs wonder, the 
graces of her mind, when I became 


TIE, more 
> a 


t 5 1 
more intimately acquainted” with 
her; need I tell you that a few 


interviews more effeRually ſscured 
me in her chains; yes, Sir, I loved 


Elvira! it was then I firſt felt that 
genuine paſſion, ſo difficult to be 
diſtinguiſhed from thoſe impetuous 
deſires which are confounded under 
the ſame name; my petchant for 
mne do Chauvigny: bad long 
been worn out, and ſucceeded by 


2 variety of attachments, fleeting 
a the hour in which they were 


e g form · 
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ed; 1 was too much the man of 
faſhion to be conſtant, and too vo- 
natile ever to be attracted by one 
face for any length of time; a dif- 


ficulty in the purſuit made me more 


eager, but an eaſy poſſeſſion cloyed 
At e een 25 {675 e 
I ſhall not trouble you wich re- 
tounting the progreſs of my paſſion 
for Miſs Bellmour; though it was 
by far We happieſt time in my life 
In converſing with Elvira: Thoſe 
good qualities, thoſe ſparks of virtue 
1 Which 


. K. J 
which ] bad 10 long lain dormant i in 
my heart, began to revive ; I hook 
off, all the unmanly fallies that had 
ken poſſeſſion of me ; I reſumed 
wi farmer (alt in everything, but 
my, fatal pronenels d Nn 
chat had taken too deep à roots 
friend were difipated in air; I re 
filled vith reproaches and advice z 

while reading them, I forſwore is 
ES tay | next 


tert moment again ſeduc 8 — by 


even the infatuating UEDA F 
Elvira could not detain me—her 
foft intreaties availed not—how 
often did the repreſent to nne che 
conſequences zences that might enſte. 
Ah! little did the think that ſhe 

Kr a} all» vita 
enhappy predili Sion for this vice. 
| My fult with Miſs Bellmour was 
how fir advanced, the had bleſſed 


me with' a declaration of her 
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ſpent 


. 


. 5 
fpent with her—appy moments 
—how feating was your ſtay! 

One evening I received a card 
from her F. ather, deſiring to ſpeak 


_ with me on an affair of conſe- 


E quence; 1 attended A immedia- 
tely— 


* 
w : ea. 


Cherie de L —, ſaid he, (taks 
| ing me by the hand, and preſſing 
it to his boſom) the protection you 


hare afforded me when in danger, 
and the tender friendſhip which 1 
feel for you, bave raiſed you high 


t r 1 
in my eſteem; happy would I be! 
— did it lay in my power to repay | 
the great obligation I labour under, 
in the manner I could wiſh ; and in 
the manner which [ imagine would 
be moſt grateful to you :;—lam as. 
ſtranger, my young friend, to the 
tender ſentiments you entertain for 
my daughter it was upon this ac- 
count l ſent for you—l would wiſh, 
eber your paſſion grows to too great 
a height, to make you acquainted, 
that there is an inſuperable bar to 
my 


| 1 62 ] 
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© Nay,: Chevalier, remonſtrate not 
till you have heard me out ;—t 
have given my- moſt ſolemn pro- 
miſe, a promiſe which my Bonbüör 
will not ſuffer me to break how 
your pretenſions: I hare given; 1 
fay, my word, that Elvira ſhall be 
che wife of another; ſhe is already 
betrothed, Sir, without her knows 
ledge; I repent it now, but I can- 


= *. 8 not, 


F & } 
not, vill not zecede; what I have 
to beg is, that you will relinquiſh 
your ſuit 3 not inſpire my daughter 


with a flame which will render her 


unhappy s for the never, with my 
permiſſion, can be yours. 
_Alafs! Sir, replyed I, after xe · 
cavering from a kind of ſtupefac- 
tion. into which I was fallen. Alafs 
1. am afraid. your information has. 


come too late; Miſs Bellmour, has 
already made me happy by an a. 


vowal, of her. eſteem: As for my 


own 


; 
| 
i 
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on part, 1 ſeel Sir: feel here, 
hat Lam too far gone Oh! Mr 
 Bellmour,:cried-I (throwing my- 


{elf on my knees before him, in a 


tranſport of grief) let me prevail 
vpon you to alter your cruel reſo- 
tons; conſider, Sir, the miſery 
into which you have thrown me- 
| think-of the wretchedneſs you will 
eauſe your daughter by forcing 


her into a marriage, while her heart 
is another's: In vain 1 pleaded, 
my intreaties were all in vain. - Mr 


| + - | 3 Bellmour 


E 1 

Bellmour remained inexorable; al 
the favour he would grant me was 
the melancholy pleaſure of a _ 
ing interview. | 

1 was left alone with Elvira, 1 
166k her hand, I prefled it tenderly 
between | mine ;—Mifs Bellmout! 
Yctied 1) my dear Mifs Bellmour! 1 
muſt ſee you no more - muſt no 
longer love you {—your Father has 
forbid it —1 then related to her 
the converſation 1 had bad in the 
ibrary ;=The ſhock was too much 


C 66. 1 
for her tender frame, and ſhe faint- 
ed in my arms. —Judge of my emo- 
tion at ſeeing her in this fitua- 
ton! was ſeized with an uni · 


verſal trembling, my foul ſiood 


| ' hovering over the lifeleſs form of 
| Exvira, ready to burſt from my 
lips at length, fetching a deep 
gh, ſhe recovered ben you 
will leave me Chevalier, ſaid ſhe— 
£0 ungrateful de , go, abandon 


me to my fate,—But I need not 


trouble you with recounting g 


minute 


. 


minute particular let me only 


add, that after a long ſtruggle be- 


| tween honour and love we parted, | 


firmly reſolved, if poſſible, to meet 
no more till authoriſed by the con- 


ſent of her parent. 


* For A few days abandoned to my 


forrows, I pined in ſolitude ; this 


only increaſed my melancholy : : 


The idea of Elvira being poſſeſſed 


by another was more than I could | 
bear; to diſlipate thoſe thoughts | 


I tried every ſpecies of entertain- 


a 


ment: 
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my hand, and the Guſt evening ere 
I left the tables, Loſt a very con- 
. upon honor—a ſum 
the demand for which I could by 
no means anſwer ;——as it happen 
ed, my principal creditor was a 
young Nobleman, whom Ithought 
my friend, though I too late found 
my miſtake. 


T continued on in a courſe of 
unbounded riot in endeavouring 
to get rid of the tenderneſs which | 


preyed 


t 6 1 
preyed upon my heart, but all was 
in vain, my foul ſtill hankered 
after forbidden fruit, and after 
paſſing a fortnight, notwithſtand- 
ing all the gaiety that ſurrounded 
me, in inexpreſlible uneaſineſs: 1 
wrote to Miſs Bellmobr, pleading 
in the warmeſt terms that paſſion 
could dictate for another inter- 
view ; after many intreaties ſhe 
granted my requeſt, 

Elvira s window looked into the 
garden: In the dead of night Iwas 
there to meet her. The 


| t 7 1 

The pleaſing tranſports of our 
tete a tete were heightened by ab- 
| ſence, and by the difficulty with 

which it was obtained ; fo that we 

parted after mutual promiſes of 
| meeting again next night. . Ws 
3 We had carried on the ſecret 
correſpondence for about a month, 
when the time expired which had 
been allowed me for paying that 
immenſe play debt, which I had 


loſt immediately after my ſepara- 
tion from Miſs Bellmour. © 


3 * How 


* 1 

How to extricate myſelf from 
this dilemma I knew not; a thou- 
ſand times had I thought of throw- 
ing myſelf at the feet of the Duke, 
and confeſling to him the error 
into which, 1 was fallen; but this 


reſolution was counteracted, when 
I reflected how often he had for- 
given me, and what a prodigious 
expence he had already incur» 
red upon that very account: 
Neither could 1 think of applying 
to my Father —I well knew how 


greatly 


[72] 
_ greatly foch à ſum would diſtreſt 


After many cogitations, I de- 
its, and be guided by ber ad- 
vice; the refult of which was, 
cut ufer zcquainting my creditors 
Vvitk my entire inability to ſatisfy 
at Geinarids at that time, to 
make them an offer of paying one 
Gra of it nuby; that while 


| iz. incumbrance was clearing, 1 


ſhould obtain leave of his Grace 


＋ 23 7 

to retire, under pretence of making 
a tour through Italy ;—to this part 
of it 1 objected, it was giving up 


Elvira for ever : there was but one 


Way to remedy it. The thought 


was the moſt natural in the world 
to ſtrike a lover, but it required 
my utmoſt reſolution to propoſe it, 
to propoſe to Elvira, that ſhe ſhould 
deſert her Father for ever; and 
ſhare with me, my fortune and my 
fate. She ſhuddered at the thought; 
—Þut when you conſider, Sir, the 
L force 
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force of arguments from a perſon 
renderly beloved; eſpecially, if thoſe 
arguments coincide with your own 


deſires. You will not wonder 
when I tell you that Miſs Bellmour 
at length conſented. 

The dread of clpouſng t the » man 
» whom ber Father had raſbly 
promiſed her, added weight to the 


rhetoric of my, intreaties; and in 


2 ſhort time every thing concerning 


the manner of hey d was 
ſetled, 


3 
ww 
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0 the third night following, 


attended by a friend whom | could 
traſt, I was to receive Elvira from 
tha friendly window, which had 
gien me ſo many opportunities of 
converſing with her,—I was to open 
the matter to my Father confeſſor, 
whoſe friendſhip was ſure of; and 
by his aſfiſtance we were to be in- 
diflolably y united before we pro- 
ceeded further. | 
| The intermediate time, after hav- 
ing obtained my kinſman's leave, 
te I 
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1 ſpent in ſettling preliminaries wich 
the honourable gang of villains, by 
whe means I was forced away 5 
all of whom at the inſtance of that 
young! Nobleman to whom 1 owed 
the moſt, conſented to the condi- 
tions, which were propoſed. _ Las 
Jo the NEON. of N—, for 


that. was the name of my falls 


friend, I had all along confided my 


paſhon for Elvira, though I knew 


that he had formerly been my rival, 
Hut had given up his pretenſions 
| upon 


E 7 1 

upon receiving his diſſmiſſion, both 
dem Miſs. Bellmour and ber Fa 
ther; and aided by him I was to 
carry her off.— 


I wrote to Monſieur de B=, in- 
forming him of my intended tour, 
and the reaſons which forced me 
away; I lamented the neceſlity 
there was for my immediate de- 
parture, which prevented me from 


embracing him before 1 ſet out? 


and concluded with prayers for 


his health, and aſſurances that 1 


* would 


LB „ 
mats not again fall into errors, of 
which I how ſaw the folly in the 
moſt glaring light.—Every thing 
was now prepared, the appointed, 
expected night arise. 
Oh! Sir, lt a arts 
16s "the horrors it produced 
armed and accompanied br my 
8 Viend, I arrived: at the houſe 
_ which contained all my treafure; 1 


left the Marquis at the outer gate 
to be.,zeady to receive her from 
me, and advanced into the garden 
alone. 5 1 


421 
end, when two men ruſhed upon 
me with drawn ſwords from be- 
hind an arbour ; I had ſcarce time 
to preſent my piſtols before I re- 
ceived a flight prick from him, that 
was fartheſt advanced. fired, and 
wy antagoniſt fell, his companion 
immediately retreated the wound - 
ed man gave a groan, and uttered 
| ſome words in complaint; thought 


it was the ſound of a voice I knew - 
| —1 ſtooped down to view his face, 8 


L 8 þ 

but ä Heaven, what was 
my aſtoniſhment | My conſterna - 
tion and affright! At recognizing 
the features, the very features of 
my | Father himſelf.—A ſudden 
ſtupefaction ſeized me my blood 
congealed with horror, forgot to 
flow—an univerſal trepidation # 
ſpread over my whole frame—my 
knees knocked againſt each other — 
my brain ſwam round—a cold dew 
| fat upon my face, and I fell ſenſe- 
leſs at his feet. My Father! O my 
. Father 


E 8 } 
Father ! was all I had power to ut- 


Ho long I remained in this ſtate 
of inſenſibility I cannot be certain; 
but when I recovered, I found my- 


felf in a room farrounded by the 


officers of juſtice: The only perſon 
I knew was Mr Bellmour, ſtanding 
with his bands uplifted; in un ft. 
titude of amazement and expecta- 
: For ſome moments 1 ſtared | 
wildly around me, till' the fatal 
Gi n piſtol, 
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piſtol, which ſtill remained in my 
hand, caught my eyes; I had been 


ſo very near, its barrel was ſtained 


with blood—Oh! excruciating 
 'thought—the blood of my Father. 
It was too much for human 


| nature to bear — I grew delirious, 
I raved, I ſtormed, it required the 
utmoſt force of thoſe who bebeld 


me, to reſtrain my impetuous mad» 
neſs ; till nature, exhauſted with the 
ſtruggle, again ſunk down into a 
mere ſtate of apathy, 

het 10 
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In this condition I was conveyed 


to the city priſon : In conſideration 


of my quality I was confined in an 
apartment by myſelf. 

Here I was abandoned to all the 
horrors of my fituation, left alone 
to my own tormenting reflections; 
— to have ſeen my emotions; when 
my mind recovered its full powers, 
would have melted the hardeſt heart 


to pity. 


I was a murderer—a parricide— 


I had dried up the ſacred fountain 


from 
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from whence I drew my own life, — 


I ſtarted from my feat—I would 


have turned my eyes to Heaven, 


but was afraid Heaven would re- 
ject a wretch ſo full of guilt. 
Methought I ſaw the ſhade of 
my Father, pale and lifeleſs—In 
the poignancy of my grief, I one 
while imprecated its curſes on my 
head, and then beſought its for. 


gireneſs—For a while, forgetting 


myſelf, I was poſſeſſed by the ſofteſt 


ſorrow, and bewailed his death in 


4 the 
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the tendereſt Ahe that filiat | 
piety could dictate; till rouſed by* 
the thought that I myſelf had ſtruck 
the blow, I plunged again into 


madneſs and diſtraction; fain would 


I 'have flown from myſelf, but that 
was impoſſible ; conſcience, con» 
ſcience ſtill brought to my mind 
the heart-piercing reflection the 
day grew painful to me—l longed 
to hide my guilty head in the friend- 
ly gloom of darkneſs. 

Night camel threw myſelf 


down 
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down on my truckle bed; as I fell 
my chains rattled—the ſound vi- 
brated on my heart the iron en- 
tered deep into my ſoul—l' en- 
deavoured to taſte of a repoſe 
which was denied me my ſlum- 
bers were broken with the moſt 
frightful dreams ;—the bleeding 

body of my Father, my poor aged 
© Father, was brought to my fight: 


], his ſon, that ought to have been 
his protector, the guardian and 
- epmlorter of his years, had prov- 
ed 


6 
ed his deſtroyer :—Perhaps he had 


dome to Paris with an intent to 
bleſs me before I ſet out ; and how 


had I met him? as 1 ought to have 


met the enemy of my Country ; 
how had I repayed him for his 
kindacks? by lodging a ball In his 


boſom, in that boſom to which 1 
had FR often been preſſed—I had 
wounded that heart which had 
nouriſhed me from my infancy, 
which had felt ſo many tender anxi- 


eties, and put up ſo many vows 


for 
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lor my welfare; perhaps, perhaps, 
Sir, at the very moment he fell, 
he ilght bleſs his ſon, his baſe, de- 
; generate ſon; his laſt fluttering 
| accents might petition Heaven to 
watch over me; and his laſt breath 
migbt expire in the midſt of a 
prayer for my happineſs, for the 

happineſs of the wretch, by whoſe 
hands he had fallen.—Oh, Oh my 
'God! what reflections were theſe! — 
I could no longer bear them 


roſe from my ſtraw, determined 


2 o 
we the» - to 


( 8 7 

to kind relief: Ab, Sir! you 11 

gueſs the dreadfad thei ghts that 

Were now in poſſeflion of my 

mind. 25 | 

| | bad a forall dagger, which 

— wore concealed abu 

me when going upon any of my 
nv&urndl revels—I drew it our, 
and contemplated its blade—I ex- 

_ Gidined its point, and found it 

ſharp; it vill do, faid I, as I 

kneelod down' upon the ground, 

The folirary Rilfnefs of my dud- 


N geon - 


— 
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Seon made my intentions ſtill more 


awful—a gloomy calmneſs had 
ſucceeded thoſe cruel agitations, 


which racked my heart. 


- Gracious Heaven ſaid I, throw- 


ing myſelf into an attitude off prayer, 


| give ear to a ich hs humbles. 


thus before thee, craves thy mercy, 


h who bending thus low ſues for 
pardon —Forgive, O forgive (in 
pity to the painful inquietudes 


guilty reſolntion I have taken re- 
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ceive me, thou God of mercies 
who has thus puniſhed me here ; 
receive me to thyſelf—and thou 
dear injured ſhade of my murdered 
Ran accept, 0 accept the ex- 
piating ſacrifice 1 make, if ought 
can expiate a crime like mine.— 
The fatal dagger was now lified 
up, my arm was jus fetching the 


blow which was to have ſoothed 
my woes for ever; when the key | 
turned in the. dom of my cell-1 

inſtantly aroſe—The door opened, 


and 


EF # |} 
and in ruſhed that dear friend 1 
had gained before Gibralter. 

He ſtarted back, looked earneſt- 
| ly at me for a moment, and then 
| Sia as to his boſom; I found 
dhe tears trickle down bis check 
The ſurprize I was thrown into for 
a moment, deprived me of utter - 
ance—he again prefled me to his 
heart—away, ſaid I, my Lord, 1 


am a villain—touch me not, leaſt 


I contaminate you ; the very air 


I breathe, is noiſome—and yet, and 


yet 
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yet aid I, melting again inte 
tenderneſs, you are the only friend 
I haye left on earth, come then to 
my arm we again embraced. | 
Ah Chevalier! ſaid he, what 
means this dagger? why thoſe 
looks ſo full of wildneſs and diſ- 
 may?-—give it me—pay, withold 
it not, you muſt not, ſhall not uſe 
it—T have ſomething to relate, will 
ſooth your griefs, let me prevail 
upon you to live,— 


ay 


t 4 1 


my dear M— reanimate E dest 
duſt of bim 1 have murdered 3 „ 
without chat, all is in vain; how- 
ever, I am Frans to liſten to 
your recital} perhaps i it OT eme 
to clear up a myſtery which 1 can- 
not onravel. | „ RR 
In the fiſt place then . 85 ; 
Mr Bellimour is my Father, and 
Eleira that fiſter of whom you have. 
heard me ſpeak—1 ſee you are 


forprized, but did not Mr Bellmour | 
tell Jour that he was under an „ 


ſumed 
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; ſamed name, that he was fo, eir. 2 
cumſtanced, he did not think it 
proper to reveal his real title even 
to you. 


I find by 2 late unhappy events, 


that neither my Father, nor you, 


have received the laſt letters I wrote 


you from the army. iy 
In my letter to you, I informed 
you of my Father being at Paris,, 
and deſired you to get intro- , 
duced and make yourſelf known 5 
to him as that dear friend, of 


—— 


hom be had fo often Heard me 


My lettet to thy Father was 0 


the ſame effect, only informin g 
bim, chat fitice yobr lividg with 


the Duke, you bad changed your 
nam to de It; had theſe pack- 
ets arrived, they would in alt tiketi- 
kood have prevented the mourtful 
accident which hat happened: Fot 
you, de L=- are che man for whom 
at my eatiielt defirs my Father had 
proiifed to preſerve Elvira, or at 


leaſt 
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leaſt not to give his conſent to her 
being anothers, till you had ſeen 


each other, 

I ſhall now inform you by what 
fad miſchance Monſieur de B— re- 
eeived his death. 

Four nocturnal viſits to my 
Aſter, Chevalier,” were not ſo pri. 
vate, but that one night you were 
vbſerved deſcending from her win- 
dow, by a faithful domeſtic of-my 
Father's; he related the cit- 
*cumſtance to his maſter, Mr Bell- 


Oo mour 
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your next interview ſhould be your 


Eo 3 


mour doubted he might be de- 


ceived, and ordered him to watch 


| the next evening ; you repeated 


your viſits, and were again ſeen 


| as you retired, both by my Father 
and his ſervant. Lord M=— (for 
5 I may as well now call him by his 
real name) thought his daughter 


was fallen, and the honour of his 
family mortally wounded: Re- 
venge inſtantly took poſſeſſion of 


bis ſoul, and he was determined 


laſt; 
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laſt; he wiſhed tor 2 friend to at- 


tend him, but knew of none to 
whom he could confide the ſecret. 
At this juncture he by accident 

met your Father, returning from 
Verſailles ; they had been intima- 
tely "acquainted many years ago 
and were now happy to renew 
their friendſhip. 


As the' firſt inſtance of his high 
eſteem for your Father „ his Lord- 
ſhip related to him the injury he had 


received, and the manner in which 
| K 
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| he had determined to act, he 
mentioned not any name although 
he angle ſuſpected, he could not 
| poſſibly be certain it was you who 
had injured him. BE 
Monſieur de B— immediately 
offered to accompany him; and as 
it was now late, they lireQly.re- 
paired to the garden. | 
. Scarce had they been there balf 
an hour, c'er, you appeared ; the 
dreadful conſequences you know 
00 well. 


- When 


| . 
When my Father came back | 
with the” aſſiſtance he had run to 
procure, he found you both ſenſe- | 
leſs on the ground. 

Ac firſt he imagined you were 
each deſperately wounded, and xc | 
e b tees furg-ons, who 
arrived alu oſt  iuſtantly — 
raiſed you both up, and examined 
vou; your Father ſhewed ſome 
ſigns of life; they gave him a re- 
freſhing cordial, which enabled 
him to ſpeak with difliculty—He 


is | enquired 


I wh 

| enquired: oberg Mir; if he Knew 
bis murderer—he was told it wes 
the Chevalier de L—, 2 near rela« 
tion of the Duke de - 
All graeious God, ſaid he, it is" 
my ſon - Oh my unhappy Ferdin - 
and, is it then come to this Oh!! 
Alaightey Heaven, ſuſtain and ena - 
able bim to bear the weight of his 
misfortunes 3. I know bis ſoul. will 
be wrung with remorſe, but tell 
| him I forgive him, and lore him 
amm wii all the warmth of paren- 
fal 
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tal aſfection, for I know bis heart 
had- no ſhare/in_the-crime—fare- 

| well my Lord—l feet death ap- 

proaching faſt—cheriſh my ſon in 
his affliftions, comfort his bleed- 
ing boſom and ſooth his ſorrows ;' 
by'aTuring him he is | ſtill dear 
| to me, that the laſt earthly affec 
tions of my ſoul were fired on 
him; now Here his ſpeech for- 
ſook him —and he ſunk down mo- 


tionleſs for ever. 


Their next endeavours were to 


TY 93 reſtore 


norant of the matter, unleſs alarm- 
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reſdare you to life; but before that 
 ficers-of juſtice, alarmed hy a ſer- 
Unt in the beginning of the fray, 

| arrived 4/and--as ſoon 48 vou 70. 


Wuile ibis was -paſling,- my Fa- 


5 = 
- 


whether be knew not; that, Che- 


yalier, you muſt inform us of. 
5 5 I aſſured him 1 was entirely ig- 
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| ed by the dreadful fracss ; the hit 
put herſelf under the pr e 
the Marqule, — 
ur er eb ing m. 
eee 
jũodged im the monaſtery to which 
my becher conſeſlor besehgd- . 
„ then told Him afl my mor 
with bis fitter, the Mümiſhon E re. 

ceived from his Pattter, and every 
thing” don 10 che very" dme, in 
„ick we- were the Wg: 1 
then wiſhed him to fatty ue, up 


3 * „en 


4 ”= » 


wü unſeigned ſorrow ;; and wiſh- 
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Wet *. my, Father bad 


come 10 Faris. . 
Afier ou were lod; 0 in priſo 
14 442 8 n — n, 


re yed As, Lord M— ed up: 


obs l Leerer 1487 


as or 


bad ha ened. 
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- His grace heard che account, 


ed with all his heart you had made 


| difficulties, 1 which, you 1. 


boured zh! that fatal love of 
af: gaming, 


0 
107 


bed, 2. 1801 6 16137 £463 


gaming, dad b. e, which poſſeſſed 


| 1108 « (33 10 


his elſe noble heart ; how often have 


Gn. 


1 trembled, feaſt it ſhould Sw 


oe ru. 


15 112 * e £ 
w into ſome unbappy dilemma ; ; 
ag 4 * 33 98 
tell him, ee the 
us Ge ein 385. 
peg: ow, and as oon as he 
10651. back 
can bear a viſit, would fy to em- 
GAs t u. - EIT, R389 + ? 
brace bim. g 
»SHd df: ii Th. -: e 
He then told my Fat . that 
Monfieur de B had but arrived 


that very day, on purpoſe to ſee | 
* cer you ſet out, but was 


Giſappointed ; that he had been 


1 25 
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doing 


| k it J 
doing a little bufineſs at court, 
A 
as to meet him.— , er 
It is not four hours fince I ar 
ny ip conſequence'of: ſyms ai 
patches] receiped from my Faiber 
too ſoon, I heard the diſmal recical 
of your. woes, and am now, cone 
to teak them. with all the teqder- 
| nolrs/ the warmeſt friendſhip cap 
inſpire ; ; Jet me "conjure yo 1 
0 dear Chyralier to lay aſide t the in; 
fernzl reſolution you have taken l 
F 3 
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ture in the crime you committed, 
it was involuntary; nay more, you 
muſt de conſcious, that at the very 
moment - you” gave the fatal blow, 
von would have - ventured ' your 
life a thouſand times over'for the 
preſervation of that, you were then 
ignorancly deſtroying ; beſides the 
great all -powerful plea of Telf-des 
fonce, urged you to fire ;—ponder 
theſe things well in your heart, de 
In examine them ſtrictly, and 
n if 


eint z if it throws not the blame 
on milchauce, I will no lengef 
urge yon to live; think -alſo of the 
miſery you will cauſe Etviea, ar the 
wretchedneſs ſhe muſt feel when! 
ſhe: hears of your” unhappy exit; 
vn ide ſtep ſhe has taken, ſhe af 
ready conſiders you as her buſband, 
and looks up to you for protection; 
but above all, I would have you 
think of that eternity, into which 
you are about to ruſh—think of the | 


* „ vebgeance 


b-| x ——— 
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vengeance of that God, whom you 
will offend by ſo doing; and add 
not the dreadful crime of ſuicide, 
ta that you; have already com» 
mitted ; . hefides, my denials 
how much nobler is it to bear up 
under anne, [than to "give 
way. to them, it ſhews a coward's 
ſoul far diflerent from yours; very | 
often have I heard you repeat, how | 
arch you deſpiſed the man, that | 
had not courage to ſtem the tor- 


tent of his ills ; come chear up my 


<3 «1 2 4 . 95 
il *. = dear 
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dear friend, 1 hope yet to fee you 
happy with myfiſter—1 fee you re. 
lent——come give me the dagger. 
: Here ended my friend, and overs 
| come by the force of his arguments, 
þ promiſed him, I would endes - 
| vour to grow ehearful ; but Ah? 
my dear M— to what a fatal paſs 
has my diſſipation brought me; 
would I bad like you ſet ost in 
purſuit of glory, and not loitered 
in the debauehed luxury of a court; 
you cannot imagine how my mind 


has 


. 
bas deen altered Gnce you far me 
had I the fame heart, to which you 
: truſted your friendſhip, 1 ſhould 
have had too high a ſenſe of ho- 
four & to have attempred ſeeing El- 
vira, 122 what y. your Father had 
made me atquainted with; but the 
eon, to which I had been 
uſed, made me hold every thing 
in contempt, which baulked my 


pleaſures, and taught me to ſtick 


at nothing, to obtain my deſires : 


—How fatal are the effects which 
Q that 
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tha diſipation has produced! hers 
am K like the moſt abject vretch, 

that is abandoned of Heaven, 

| thrown into priſon, chaindd, fet- 
| tered and accuſed of the band 
crime of parricide ; could it 
have been thought, that the — 
who was ſo honoured at St Roche, 
would have fallen thus „ 
I chen defired wy friend to go 
| immediately to the monaſtery of 
— and enquire for Elvira. 
ne vent, but ſoon ei 


. the 
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the utmoſt. conſternation in his 


looks ; bis aner was not there, nor 
could my Father confeſſor give him 


the leaſt information concerning 
her. 

| Amazement took poſſeſſion of 
me, 1 knew not what to make 
of it the more I thought, the 
more 1 was bewildered ; | I fen 
a ſervant, Fa defire the Mar- 
quis would inſtantly wait on 


me, upon an affair of impor- 


The 
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The ſeryant returned, with a 
meſlage ; that his Lordſhip bad 
been out of town many days, but 

where, none of che family knew. 15 

E This account perplexed me gil 
more, I began to think what had el. 
eſcaped my recolleQion before ; that 
it was ſomething range the Mar- 


| quis thould not haſten to wy aſliſ- 
ance, when he found me attacked; 
d or at leaſt it ſcemed very remarka- 
ble, that he ſhould negle& to viſit 

me; after the unhappy Cataſtrophe | 
which had happened, Theſe | 


1 * 1 

/  - Theſe cogitations raiſed ſuſpi · 
cions in my mind, to which L had. 
before been a ſtranger; L had my - 
doubts of the Marquis's honour, I 1 
communicated them to my friend, 
and he ſtrengthened them. | 

mm chis ſtate of cruel ſuſpence we 
remained for near a week; in the 
courſe of which my trial came on + 
It evidently i that 1 had oc- 
caſioned the death of my Father, 
merely by accident, and in my own 
defence ;—] was accordingly hono- 
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rably 
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n aoquired, and retired fon he 
court, not 10 my dungeon, but to 
the bouſs of Lord M. Y 
I bad ſcarce been there Ll hour, 
| o'er a ſervant brought me a letter ; 
I knew the hand to be Elvira's, and 
tore it open immediately, — 
he following effec mon 


—— 
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Her to e bse v. bee. 
rrufled me is @ villain; ; if you * 
not falſe, as Ian ub to believe 
you are, fy to my relief immediate ; 


—— — — — 
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cee fer it be to9 
late, or I muſt eſcape from 1 by 
death : : Lean add no more 
. ELVIR 4 


The letter was dated at an ob- 
ſcure- village, about twenty miles 
from Paris; 1 communicated the 
contents to her brother, we were 

now "fully convinced of the Mar- 
quis 8 perſdy. and ſet off imme- 


diately to reſcue the unfortunate | 


"Ty | 7 pi 


Elvira. 
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1 Avery ſhort- time brought us to 
che village, where ſhe was con- 
5 fined. —We euquired of our hoſt, b 

if he knew of any nobleman that 
| bad N come to the town ; he 
told us, that about a fortnight a- 
86, a gentleman 2 lady, had 


| arrived i in a cloſe chaile, attended 
by ſeveral ſervants ; that they had 
put up at his bouſe, and ſtayed 


two days; during which time the 


lady ſeemed in very low ſpirits 
often expreſſing her uneaſineſs, for 
F | 1 
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the arrival of fome other gentle · 
men, — chat at the end of that time, 
they removed to a houſe, ſituated 
11 8 ſmall diſtance from the upper 
end of the village, and entirely ſur- | 
rounded by trees; giving it out, 
that they meant to reſide there 
ſome weeks, for the benefit of thetr 
health; that he never could ſee the 
lady's face diſtinctly, ſhe conſtant- 
Iy keeping herſelf muffled up, with 
the greateſt care. We deſired 
to be ſhewn the houſe, in which 
| . Fe 
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the gentleman ned; as we did not 

in the ban doubt, but that this 

was the place to which the Mar- 

quis had conveyed Ehira, 1 
The day was juſt hurting i in, 

when my friend and I ſet off from. 


the village; 3 in order to deceive 


our landlord, or any other, whoſe 
curioſity might lead them to obſerve 
us, we took a circuit ro und, and. 
then diſmounted, ſaving our 
horſes in a little thicket, to the 


care of a footman— _ 


Py 


| . 1 
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"We then proceeded to the hooks 


on foot, attended only by one 


ſervant ; bse fidelity I was cer- 


panions concealed” themſelves be- 
lind a tree, leaſt if any body ſhould 


knocked ; a voice from within 
aſked, who was there And what I 


come 


tain [ might rely upon. My com- 


book out of the window, and ſee 
three together, it might cauſe them 
to ſuſpe& our deſign ; while I a- : 
lone went up to the door, and 


%. 


wanted: I anſwered, that I had 


— — 
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rr 
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Pie ith Apt 
ches of the utmoſt conſequence for 
-bie maſter, and that I muſt deliver 
them immediately. He told me 
poſitively, his maſter could not be 
ſpoke with. I replyed as poſitively, 
that I muſt ſee him, for my orders 
were to deliver the papers | into 
his own hands, though I ſhould 
diſturb him in his moſt private mo- 
| ments. Ihe ſervant finding me 
to ety importunate, and. ſo. very 
+ reſolute, apened the Coor; I in- 


ſtantly 


— =s J 


and ſwore if he attempted to make 
the leaſt- noiſe, I would directiy 
2 ſhoot him: I then called to my 
friend, and we ruſhed into the 
houſe. We advanced, but not with- 
out ſome oppoſition from two other 
ruffians; one of them, my ſervant 
tun throw the body, the other took 
to his heels. As we proceeded up 


ſtairs, we heard a groan as if from 


one in pain, we haſtened to the 


room, from whence it proceeded, 


and 


— — 
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ſtantly clapped a piſtol to his breaſt, 


—— 


n 
ly 
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and burſt open the door; but Ak! 


Heaven what a ſcene was there o- 


pened before us! Elvira weltering 


in her gore, and the Marquis with 
5 his ſword drawn, ſtanding. ready to 


oppoſe. our entrance: Exaſperated 
to the higheſt degree. at à fight” 


like this, Lord M— and L, inſtantly; 
fired together, both balls entered 
bis body; and down he fell. Our 
firſt care was to raiſe the bleeding | 
Elvira—Ah ! Chevalier, ſaid ſhe, 
you have come too late, all is o- 


* 
* 6 | Vver's 
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ver; then fixing her eyes upon my 
friend, my brother too, ſaid ſhe, 


gracious Heaven, how comes this! 


She then held out her hand to him; 
he kneeled down, and embraced 
her; we would have enquired more, 
but exhauſted by the. loſs of blood, 
- ſhe fainted in our arms; we cori- 
veyed her to bed, and ſent for a 
neighbouring Surgeon. 

He examined her wound; it was 
made by a ſmall knife, juſt under 
the breaſt ; he begged us to with- 


FEE draw, 


1 
gray; and not agitate his patient 
by: our preſenſſdee e. 
Wich anxious hearts, we waited 
his. opinion in the apartment ad- 
Joining to Elvira's; after finiſhing 
his operation he came out to ue 
we eagerly enquiret; bat he 
thought of the wound.;—l. will not, 
aid he, gentlemen flatter you with 
| «hope, nor yet give you cauſe to 
deſpair; it is impoſſible to ſay as 
yet, how it may turn out; the 


ound itſelſ is not abſolutely mort- 


I 
Ta: | al, 
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al, but the effects which it will cauſe 


may be fatal; one thing is highly 
neceſſary, that the lady may be 
kept as quiet as poſſible ; her ſpirits 
will not bear the leaſt fluttering; 
you muſt not therefore if you 


value her life, attempt ſeeing her 
for the preſent; we promiſed him 


that whatever reſtraint we put up- 


on our inclinations, we would obey 


his dire ions with the utmoſt 5 


punctuality. S 


He then went to viſit the villain, 


4 * tar 
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that bag cauſed all this woe N 
| about an hour, a ſervant came to 
inform us, that the Marquis 8 
wounds were mortal, that he had 
; but a for hours to live, and defired 
to ſee me before he died for he 


had ſomething of conſequence. to 


com mu nicate. 


r 


we repaired to his apartment, 
and found him ſitting on a couch 
ſl opported by pillows ; ; his counte- 
nance was the picture of hor- 
ror and deſpair, —Chevalier, ſaid 


* 


TN | Ms 


1 . 


| he, : as 1 approached, Can you for. 


give a a wretch, who has injured you 
thus grofsly ? Can you give ear 10 
a derail of ſuch complicated vil. 
lainy, as will fill you with amaze- 
ment?— _ | 

When Miſs babes came to 
Paris, continued he, I ſaw, nad 
loved het ; I accordingly paid her 
my devoirs; but was rejefted both 
by the lady, and her Father ; from 
that time 1 diſcontinued my viſits, 
but was far from getting rid of my 


paſſion, 


xx - 
paſſion, or giving up my hopes, 
The frequent. opportunities I had 


of ſeeing Elvira in public nouriſh- 


ed my flame, and I was determined 
D under the nk; ak indifference 
to contrive how to poſſeſs her; 
either by bonourable, or  diſhonour- 
able means ; ; I muſt own the latter 


were moſt predominant ; eſpecial- 
y. Chevalier, when I was made the 
confidant of your love, her penchant 
for vou put a ſtop to the ſmall 
" thooght I had of ſucceeding by an 
: honour- 
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honourable method; you were an 
inſuperable bar, to my ever mak- 
ing an impreſſiou on her heart: 

How often have I ſworn revenge; 
- when in expreſſing the happineſs 
you felt in being eſteemed by her; 
you have racked my heart with 


we moſt tormenting jealouſy. 1 
had never been uſed to be baulk- 


| ed in my pleaſures; and I was de- 


termined to ſtick at nothing, how- 


ever baſe, to gain Miſs Bellmour. 85 


—Your removal was the firſt ſtep 


to- 
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towards this grand point, I well 
knew your prediliction for gambl- 
ing; on this weak fide, I reſolved to 
begin my operations, and ruin 
your fortune in ſuch a manner, as 
to wakes it impoſſible for Mr Bell- 
mour to accept your offers; or by 
diſtreſing you for the payment, 
Sails you to leave the kingdom: 

I. employed a ſet of ſharpers * 
fleece you, and implicitly to obey 
my directions; the money they 
won, was to be their reward play- 


\ ing 
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ing againſt me, you ſuſpected no 
deceit, and our deſign ſucceeded 


according to our wiſhes. 


When you imparted to me 


your deſign of quitting France, if 


leave could be obtained from your 


creditors, my heart leapt for joy; 


but when I heard Elvira was to 


be your partner in this voluntary 
\ 


exile, I heſitated, till I could form 


another plan; you may remember, 


I told you it might be difficult to 


obtain their conſent ; this I only 


that 


E * 
aid, to/gain ume, Lvl E 
that their motions would de rr. 
lated by mine. R 
deer holdings Sehlde 
Lim a vader de chambre, who bod 
long deen the miniſter of is | 
Hl,” be ' preſently lit rn 
: My Lord, faid be, ee 
not poſlibly preſent us with a more 


favourable opportunity of getting 


Miſs Bellmour into our power ; 


only follow my directions, and if 


: 
«Ft 


ſhe 
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the is not yours very ſhortly, may 
Loſe your favour for ever—Tell 


the Chevalier, you have gained his 
creditors e conſent for his departyre, 
und offer * attend him in A'S 


44 47 * 


| bie, . 
1 On the night appointed, 1 vin 
have a gang of reſolute villains 
waiting near the hoafe;; when? you 
have got the lady i into your poſſel- 
ſion, I will aldek vou and carry 
ber off; a poſt chaiſe ſhall de 


realy, to convey-us to the wg 
T 


of — 4 wait your pleaſure. 
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His plan. met with my higheſt 


approbation, every thing. ſoceeed- 
| ed beyond our erpedtion, Jour 
| being attacked in the garden, was 


the higheſt piece of got fortune 
we could poſſibly have met with; 

intead of haſtening to your relief 
as I ſhould have done, had 1 been 
the friend you thought we, I en- 


tered the houſe by an oppoſite 


door, and made the beſt of wy 
Miſs Bellmour' $ apart” 
[ 


* 
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I found her pale, and rrembling 
with fear; 1 informed her I was 
your friend, and that you earneſt- | 
ly deſired the would put herſelf 
under my protedion; the heſtated 
for moment, the atarm which the 


firing of the piſtols had given her, 


had irown her into ſuch confuſion, 


the ſcarce knew what the did; af. 
ter much perſuaſion, ſhe took hold 
of my arm, and l led my trembling 
victim to the chaiſe my valet bad 
prepared we drove off full ſpeed, 
N and 


E * + 
and ſtopped. pot gill. we arrived. at 
the Place of deſtination. 
If Elvira grew reſtleſs at __ 
1 ſo far, . without being over- 
taken by you 3. how much more | 
uneaſy was ſhe afier a oy or two 
bad Paſſed without Jour arrival. 
By degrees I binted to her. you 
Wenn be totally indifferent as to 
what became of her z that. 1 knear 


Jou took a pleaſere in gaining al. 
ſections you never meant to keep, 
or ſome, later nymph had claimed 


Four attention. Miſs 


K 
to underſtand me; I at length 
ſhewed her a letter, as from you; ſs 


xaſtly 4mitating you Chevalier, 

| "ou yourſelf would have been de- 

— was! wore! in the" fi: 
ſtile of a debauchee, intimating that 
- fince your beme bad ſuccedded 

with Elvira, I might reap the fruits 
inſtead of you; for that'you were 


wholly engaged after other game 
ten times more faſcinating than 
- that you had given up; and that 


. 2 4 
* * 


vou 


E 3 
you could not help laughing to 
op think,” how eafily the bad ſwallow: 

"> the bait Ps your beitig — 
leave France, on account of a 
play debt; you coneluded with af: 

ſuring me, I was heartly welcome 
| to'the whole of ber compoftien· 

4 il, ſaw the heart of Miſs Bellmour 
was a wounded' by this ac- 
nend reſentment ſeem- 
ed to ſtruggle wilh each other, 
which ſhould predominate: in this 
critical moment began my attack; 
| = A "4 & 
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I pleaded my paſſion with all the 
eloquence. of the moſt ſubmiſſive 
love; I offered to reſtore her ſafe 


to her friends, if ſhe would but 


sire me leave to hope that time 


all was in vain, Elvira remained 


ine xorable; with all the dignity of 
conſcious virtue, the required me 


inſtamily to return with her to 
Paris, or at leaſt give ber leave to 
ſet gut alone. 


8 


When I found 1 ſo very de- 


termined, 


L 744 ] 
termined, I threw of the maſk; ” Y 
defired her to conſider, the was 
ablotutely h m my power; that my 


paſſion was grown to ſuch a height, 
L could no longer live without her; 


but I need not trouble you with re- 
counting all the arts I uſed to ſubdue 
ber, the till ſeemed to doubt your 
being falſe; I thought that might be 
2 bar to my obtaining my wishes, 
qherefore to rid her of all hope of 


ever being your's, I told her of 


. "the: n affair, which happen- 


weep: 2k cd 


8 1 


ed on the night you were to carry 


her off; and added, that the law 
had condemned you to the (ra. 
eb „nr e 20 
Suck with grief at the account 


Elvira ſcarce' ſeemed to live, and 
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in the flurry her ſpirits were thrown. 
into, ſhe in ihe midſt of her la- 


. 
_ — q 4 + I 5 E * 
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mentations unwittingly let me know | 
of the ſhort billet ſhe had ſent you. 
Alarmed at this, I determined 
to uſe force &er you could poſſibly 


prevent me; and ſent my ſervant to 


U town 
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town with orders to arreſt you we 
moment your trial ſhould. be over 
ſor the ſum you loſt to me And, 
and for which I had your promiſ. 
ſary note; by what miſchance be 
has failed, 1 know not. / bits; 
- .'1;-once_ more made Miſs. Bell-- 
mout an offer of my former con- 
Eitions z ſhe rejected them, and 1 
proceeded to put my threats in ex- 


ecution.—When Elvira perceived 
[was reſolute, ſhe drew from-her 
pocket a ſmall kniſe: My Lord, 
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ſaid the, J aſſure you in the molt | 


ſolemn manner, I will die fooner 
than loſe my honour ; ſhe then put 
herſelf in a poſition ready to wound 
her own boſom—overawed by her 
firmneſs, I for this time retreated. 
My valet, to whom I told her be- 
baviour, ridiculed my puſilanimity, 
and laughed to think how eaſily L 
| could be impoſed on; 1 find, ſaid 
be my Lord, unleſs yue proceed 
with great reſolution, this girl will 
outait ydu; mind not her threats 


bat 
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but proceed boldly. — follawed 
his advice, and Elvira plunged the 
| knife! into her door ;—Scarce had 
he done it, ect you burſt open 
the door; thus, Chevalier, bas my 
ſcheme of villany ended the in- 
nocent Elvira lies a vr point of 
death, you in all likelibood are for 

ever wretched, and I myſelf am 
about to ruſh into an eternity, for 
which Heaven knows I am ill pre- 


pared Oh! de L— let we at leaſt 


' have your pardon, the dying Miſs 
= | Bell 


[ww] 
Bellmour's I can never hope for— 
bow dreadful is my exit—Remorſe, 
anguiſh, and deſpair ring my 
boforx/ with the moſt horrid 'tot- 


tures—TI would throw myſelf at 
your feet n. were l able 
forgive, 9 "lay you forgive me. 


I granted his requeſt and begged 


him to be more compoſed, but 
alaſs he had ſcarce time to receive 


my pardon, before he grew in- 


ſenſible; and ſoon after expired 


in dreadful agonies. 


We 


F 2-0 
We nov were permitted to viſit 
8 
calmeſt tranquility: It is all over, 
laid the, as we approached the bed- 
Ade, 1 ſhall ſhortly leave you my 
dear friends; but beſore I go, would 
N imm 70 be informed, by what 
— ande 1 fee my brother 
and you ſo intimate - 

Agreeable to her requeſt, we in- 
ſormed her of all that had happened; 
ſhe expreſſed ber grief and-aſtoniſl. 


ment in the livelieſt manner at the 


* 
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| melancholy events our intehded 
flight had produced, ſhe ſympa- 


thized with me, in lamenting the 


unfortunate” death of my Father: 
All theſe misfortunes my dear Fer- 
dinznd, Mil e, have happend in 
. attempting an union which now 
| never can take place ;—1l feel I have 
not lang to lire, but let me beg 
ol you both (taking a hand of 
| each) on both of you are equally 
dear to me, to bear my death with 5 
firmneſs 1 would not wiſh to be 


entirely 
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you recount to her the 
* 4 * - 4 by , 


* . 
" he 
© 
lo 
- 
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ſad: 


* 
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; 5 fory of our misfortunes hat 
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a falſe friend un- that you truſted | 
me to, that no way lecke, but this 

fatal be td eſcape diſbondur; every | 
böpe ö relief by eiher meine was | 
| taken fron me, I was rabght to be- 
ere a thameful death awaited 3h 

od, in hom my all wat center 


Ed is on you Thad , pF 


BY thoſe endet alfekkious, whieh were 


Aue td 2 Parcnt, to 4 brbthvr; br a 
bocand ; you were iht only pro- 

Ter 1 had” a right to lock for, 

ka; =# = | becauſe 


= 
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1 
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decauſe for you, 1 had abandoneg 
my Father and my family; do. 
prived of your ſupport therefore, 
I was left defenceleſs, and knew | 
| not elſe how to free myſelf from the 
power of a villain——The wound 
1s mortal—death approaches faſt, 

hed uae; oper 
: be comforted my dear de 1—, and 
you my dear brother, dry up theſe 
tears—it all avails not—it is not 
in the power of buman art to re- 
ſtore thoſe vital parts the ſteel has 


pierced 
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plerced——Ah! what means this 
numbneſs that ſpreadsover me—my 
ſpeech begins to faulter—in a e 
hours my fate will be determined 
— ſhall ſhortly reach that happy 
place, Where we wicked ceaſe 


from troubling, and where the 


wWeary are at reſt.” Farewell, 


once more — Oh! Farewell for 
ever. 
Here ſpeech for ſook her a dead- 


ly paleneſs ſpread over her beautiful 
face—the blood ceaſed to flow— 


her 
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her pulſe forgot to beat—and her 
eyes cloſed for ever. 


bus fell Elvira an early Ueli 
to my unhappy follicss. thus did a 

villain make uſe of my attachment 
to gaming, to ruin the woman on 
whom. 1 had placed my affec- 
tient. and ſuch were the effects of 
my giv ing into faſhionable feibler; 
bad 1 not been ruined by cards, 
my Father had not come to Paris, 
Nor met u ich ſo untoward a fates 
bad not the ſame cauſe exiſted, 


1 by 5 
3 Miſs 
e f | | 
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conſented to my carrying her off. 
Full of theſe thoughts, I con- 
ſidered myſelf as the ſole author of 


both their deaths; melancholy 


preyed upon my heart, I could no 
where find repoſe, and after en- 
deavouring for ſome time at the 
preſſing intreaties of my friend to 
bear up againſt it, I at laſt reſolved 
"0 quit a world, which had nothing 
in it now to attract my regard. 
I pitched upon this place for my 


aſylum 
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aſylum, and raiſed this monument 
in memory of that unfortunate 
girl who is now no more, her 
real body is not here, that was 
ſent to the family vault, but my 
imagination can eaſily ſupply its 
piace Here I am at liberty to in- 
dulge my ſorrows — three times a- 
day do I weep over the grave of 
Elvira, and three times a- day do 
I ſupplicate the ſhade of my mur- 
dered Father. 
- Here the ſlranger left off ſpeak- 


* 
ng, | 
bo 


1 3 
ing, and I returned him my ac- 


knowledgements for the pleaſure 


he had given, and the confidence 
he had repoſed in me: He then 
directed me to the right road, and 
I turned down the path that led to 
——, full of the thoughts of what 
I bad heard and ſeen ——— 


— 


n 


| Page 54 line 5 For offered read afforded, - 
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11 After life a period. 
12 After Elvira a comma. 
7 For the read this. 


4 Flattering read faultering. 


7 Humbles read humbly. 


